
 
 

    
  

  

Wetland City Accreditation  
Nomination Form 

 

 
Instruction for compilers: 
i. Complete all yellow cells taking into account the specific limits on characters. 
ii. Further information on the wise use of wetlands and cities is provided in Resolution XI.11 
available at: http://www.ramsar.org/document/resolution-xi11-principles-for-the-planning-and-
management-of-urban-and-peri-urban-wetlands;and on the Wetland City Accreditation process 
at: http://www.ramsar.org/document/resolution-xii10-wetland-city-accreditation-of-the-ramsar-
convention. 
iii. Completed Nomination Forms should be sent by the designated National Focal Point for Ramsar 
Convention matters in the Administrative Authority to: ramsar@ramsar.org 
iv. Further guidance on how to compile the Nomination Form is available at: 
http://www.ramsar.org/ 
 

1. Background information 
 

   Notes 
1a. Country Republic of Korea 

 

    

1b. Name of city Inje County 
including Seohwa-
myeon (Seohwa-ri, 
Cheondo-ri, 
Seoheung-ri) amd 
Buk-myeon 
(Wolhak-ri) 

An eligible ‘city’ for the Wetland City Accreditation may be a city or 
any other type of human settlement according to the definition given 
by United Nations Centre for Human Settlement  

    

1c. Geographical 
coordinates of 
the city 

W128° 7’ 25”,  
N38° 12’ 54”  

    

1d. Administrative 
and wetland 
map 

See Attachment 1d. 
Map of the 
Nominated City 

Provide a map delineating the administrative boundary of the city 
and indicating, as far as possible, all wetlands fully or partly situated 
in its territory or close vicinity 

    

1e. Area of city 36,290ha 
Area within administrative boundary 

    

1f. Approximate 
area of 
wetlands 
within the city 
boundaries 

15,427ha 
Indication of the area of wetlands within the administrative 
boundaries, indicating, as far as possible, whether they are natural or 
human made 
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1.g Define the 

types of 
wetland 
present within 
the city 
boundaries 

Unwooded 
peatland, 
freshwater swamp, 
permanent stream 

Use the Ramsar Classification of wetlands to describe the range of 
wetland types. See   
http://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/lib/hbk4-
17.pdf (Annex I on Ramsar Classification System for Wetland Type) 
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2. Accreditation criteria 
 
Instruction: To be considered for formal accreditation the city must satisfy ALL the following. 
Please provide all necessary information in the yellow cells.  Please note that the word limits will be 
strictly enforced. In addition, compilers may provide attached files or web-links to specific 
examples, plans, regulatory instruments, relevant reports, case studies or photographs etc. 
 

Group A: Criteria based on delivering the conservation and 
wise use of wetlands  
 
A city can be considered for accreditation if it has one or more Ramsar Sites or other 
significant wetlands fully or partly situated in its territory or in its close vicinity, which 
provide(s) a range of ecosystems services to the city. 
 
A.1 Name any Ramsar Site 

that is fully or partly in 
the city administrative 
boundaries 

The High Moor, Yongneup of Mt. 
Daeam (site no. 898) 

Use the official Ramsar Site name and 
number as described on the Ramsar 
Information Sheet (available 
on https://rsis.ramsar.org/). If none, 
state ’None’. 

 

    

A.2 Name any other 
significant wetland 
that is fully or partly in 
the city administrative 
boundaries 

Yongneup (Keun Yongneup, 
Jageun Yongneup, Aegi 
Yongneup), Simjeok Wetland, 
Gimjangso Wetland (pond), 
Backmarshes of Inbuk Stream  

Specify its legal conservation status 
(national or local), if none state None. 

 
 
A city can be considered for accreditation if it has adopted measures for conservation 
of wetlands and their services including biodiversity and hydrological integrity. 
 
A.3. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that development avoids 
degrading and destroying wetlands. Describe the national and/or local policy, legislative 
measures and regulatory instruments, urban management plans etc. that are in use by the city 
to proactively prevent the degradation and loss of wetlands. 
 

 (This field is limited to 2500 characters)  
 The High Moor, Yongneup of Mt. Daeam (hereafter Yongneup) was the first wetland in the 

Republic of Korea (hereafter Korea) to be designated as a Ramsar site (Mar. 28, 1997) and also to 
be designated as a national wetland protected area (Aug. 9, 1999). Conservation of Yongneup is 
managed by three government organizations (Ministry of Environment, Cultural Heritage 
Administration, and Korea Forest Service) based on the Wetlands Conservation Act, the Cultural 
Heritage Protection Act, and the Forest Protection Act. Entry into the wetland therefore requires 
permission from the three organizations. 
 
Yongneup is a mountain wetland and high moor. Except for the military base near the wetland, 
which moved to another location completely in 2016, there has been no threat to the wetland as 
development in the area is completely prohibited.  
 
The Ministry of Environment has made systematic efforts for wetland conservation through the 
quinquennial wetland protection area conservation and management plan that includes 
improving drains adjacent to walking trails, maintaining the water balance, paving the area 
(2,910m2) with native rocks to prevent landization, restoring vegetation (13,913m2), and 
controlling invasive alien plants. Inje-gun (Inje County) is the first city in Korea to conduct a 
survey on biological resources, and has built an inventory (7,047 species in total including 641 
species unrecorded by Inje, 14 species unrecorded by Korea, and 3 possible new species) and 
facilitated ecology field trips to Yongneup to promote the value of the wetland. In order to 
maintain the ecological health of the wetlands during the ecology field trip, a calculation has been 
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done to determine how much activity the ecosystem can tolerate. As a result, the number of 
tourists allowed a day is limited to 150, and every group of 20 tourists must be accompanied by 
one local curator/ranger. Tour routes are limited to 3 trails considering the wetland’s 
sustainability. Through continuous monitoring of the wetland’s ecological changes, options will 
be considered such as closing the field trip for a year or reducing the maximum number of 
tourists allowed for a day in order to keep the sustainability of the wetland. As a preparation for 
such options, ‘Wetland Ecology Field Trip Guideline’ has been developed and implemented, and 
an environment-friendly deck road (473m) has been installed to prevent field trips from 
damaging the wetland. The road does not disturb plants’ growth or affect animals’ activities. 
 
The 13 villages of the city established the Common Regulation on Wetland Conservation, building 
a larger community that enables effective communication and cooperation for wetland 
conservation. Once Inje is accredited as a Wetland City, ‘Yongneup Conservation Act’ will be 
enacted for administrative and technical supports.  
 
Korea is very sensitive and vulnerable to climate change due to its geographical features and 
rapid industrialization. Generally, wetlands and wildlife of alpine regions are directly affected by 
climate change. Yongneup is the only high moor in Korea and thus holds a great value as it serves 
as an indicator of how wetlands and their biota are affected by climate change. In this regard, now 
is a critical moment for institutional conservation of Yongneup. 
 
<Attached Photographs> 
A3-1. Wetlands Conservation Act  
A3-2. Conservation Plan for Yongneup of Mt. Daeam 
A3-3. Wetland Ecology Field Trip Guideline 

 
 
A city can be considered for accreditation if it has implemented wetland restoration 
and/or management measures. 

 
A.4. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that it proactively encourages the 
restoration or creation of wetlands as elements of urban, and especially water management 
infrastructure. Provide specific examples (site and summary of implemented measures) of where 
wetlands have been created or restored within the city as elements of urban infrastructure, such as to 
control flooding, cool climate, improve water quality, provide recreation, etc.  
 

 (This field is limited to 2500 characters)  
 Restoration of damages in Yongneup 

 
As mentioned above in A.3, there used to be a military base close to Yongneup. Its existence 
continuously disturbed the wetland; the underground water level fell and external soil and 
contaminants intruded, potentially leading to disturbance of the ecosystem and acceleration of 
landization. For this reason the military base moved to another location and where it was based is 
being restored. Moving a military base is not a simple agenda especially in a country that is still 
divided, and the wetland is located near the borderline. The relocation was the result of close 
cooperation for wetland conservation between the local community, the local governments, the 
Ministry of National Defence, and the Ministry of Environment. The restoration project for the 
area (12,373m2), where the military base used to be, has been conducted based on in-depth 
discussions among locals and experts on the linkage between the site and the rest of the wetland 
area. 11 plants will be transplanted from the restored wetland of the Gimjangso Village to the 
subject area. Among them are Dendranthema zawadskii, Sanguisorba tenuifolia Fisch, and 
Scabiosa mansenensis, of which seeds were collected from Yongneup. This transplantation is 
expected to prevent the influx of external plants and enhance the biodiversity in the area by using 
the indigenous vegetation. This is a good example of a collaborative project of wetland 
conservation between the government and the local community. 
 
Creating an artificial wetland to store rainwater and use for education on ecology 
 
An artificial wetland (3,812m2) was created in 2015 in the Gimjangso Village for storing rainwater 
as well as educational purpose. This site was originally a wetland that turned into a rice field. The 
transformation had the wetland regain its original function and increased its capacity to store 
rainwater, which is expected to help prevent flood. The local community has been benefited from 
the wetland as they sell some of the wetland vegetation as local products and the landscape also 
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improved thanks to the restored wetland. The project also increased the village’s income and the 
locals’ awareness of the wetland as the wetland serves as an educational field where people can 
observe and learn about ecology, making the village more known. 
 
Additional wetland creation plans 
 
The local community and the local government are working together to establish a long-term plan 
for wetland creation. The plan includes purchasing more land around the wetland to turn into 
another wetland (2,196m2) and creating a rice paddy wetland and an educational peatland 
around ‘Yongneup Nature and Ecology School’ to make a stronger linkage with the existing 
wetland. This will enable step-by-step education on wetlands as there will be rice paddy wetlands, 
artificial wetlands, backmarshes of streams, and forest wetlands. When this project is complete by 
2020, the expected results are flood control, water quality improvement, the heat island effect 
mitigation, and beautification of the area. 
 
<Attached Photographs> 
A4-1. Wetland Restoration Map and Process  
A4-2. Before and After Restoration of Gimjangso Village Wetland 
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A city can be considered for accreditation if it considers the challenges and 
opportunities of integrated spatial/land-use planning for wetlands under its 
jurisdiction. 
 
A.5. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that it considers the importance 
of wetlands within elements of spatial planning and integrated city management (such as 
through Integrated River Basin Management, spatial zonation, water resource management, the 
development of transport infrastructure, agriculture production, fuel supply, poverty alleviation, 
pollution control, flood risk management, disaster risk reduction, etc.). Describe the measures 
(policies, procedures, guidance, legislation, etc.) that ensure that the importance of wetlands is 
considered fully within elements of spatial planning and integrated city management.  
 

 (This field is limited to 2500 characters)  
 33% of the total area of Inje County designated as protected areas including 

Yongneup 
 
The area where Yongneup is located is where two of the four ecological axis meet (the 
Demilitarized Area (DMZ) and Baekdudaegan Mountain Range), which the government 
conserves in a systematic manner. When developing environmental and spatial plans for 
sustainable development of the land, Korea designates areas that are highly worth conserving as 
protected areas and manage them. 33 percent (549.27km2) of the total area of Inje County has 
been designated as biodiversity-related protected areas. These include wetland protected areas 
(1.36km2), the core protected areas of Baekdudaegan (Baekdu Mountains), Seoraksan National 
Park (241.44km2), Forest Genetic Resource Protection Area (159.66km2), Natural Reserve 
(115.11km2). The city also has been rated the highest Grade 1 in National Environmental Zoning 
Map for its naturalness, uniqueness, and stability. This is why it is very unlikely that a large-
scaled development project threatening the nature can take place in a city where there is a 
Ramsar site. 
  
Yongneup designated as conservation area and district in land use plans   

 
Yongneup is designated as a nature and environment protection area and natural scenic area by 
Gangwon Province and Inje County in their urban planning that regulates land use. The province 
also designated and manages this area as a site subject to cultural heritage conservation impact 
assessment, labels Yongneup as a major natural resource of the province in ‘Gangwon Province 
Comprehensive Plan (2012-2020)’, and designated and manages the Yongneup area as a 
‘Gangwon Peace Zone National Geopark’. 
 
Yongneup Wetland protected area expansion plan by designating surrounding 
wetlands as protected areas 
 
Simjeok Wetland (also known as Suribong Wetland), located near Yongneup, is another wetland 
that was rated Grade 1 for its conservation value in the 2012 National Inland Wetland Survey and 
is planned to be designated as a protected area in the near future. Also the total protected area 
will increase to 12,373m2 after the project is finished to restore the wetland where the military 
base was. This means that habitats for animals and plants will be expanded and ultimately that 
the biodiversity there will increase. The local community plans to develop a way to examine and 
analyse the impact of climate change on high moors as wetland protected areas expand. 
 
The Military Demarcation Line (MDL) and the DMZ, which divide the Korean Peninsula, are 
known to have very rich biodiversity. The government is working on having this area designated 
as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve by 2018. Other protected areas that are considered for 
designation as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve are Yongneup as a core area, Inje County as a 
transition area, and Yongneup Ecology Education Center as a buffer zone. 
 
Yongneup is located very close to the borderline where there is peace and tension. 
The National Environment Plans will secure wetland conservation and biodiversity, which will 
lead to peace and life. Policies are being developed constantly to ensure that. 
 
<Attached Photographs> 
A5-1. Protected Area Current Status Map 
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A city can be considered for accreditation if it has delivered locally adapted information 
to raise public awareness about the values of wetlands, and encouraged the wise use of 
wetlands by stakeholders through, for example, establishing wetland 
education/information centres. 
 
A.6. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that it has adopted the 
principles of inclusivity, empowerment, and participation of indigenous and local 
communities and the civil society in decision-making and city planning and management. 
Describe how indigenous and local communities have been engaged and participate in the 
management of wetland-related issues. 
 

 (This field is limited to 2500 characters)  
 The local community took a leading role in the policy-making process for conservation of 

Yongneup. Prior to the process, the local participants had received education on wetland 
conservation to prepare for the process. Then they conducted an ecological survey, planted local 
vegetation, and developed village newspaper to promote their wetland and wetland village. The 
city pushed forward environment-friendly agriculture so that the locals benefit from the 
products. In the same context, they collect seeds from the wetland and plant them in the village to 
prepare future wetland restoration projects. The locals learned from that experience that the 
main actor for wetland conservation and relevant policy-making is the local society. 
 
The education for the locals included understanding wetland and its ecology. 66 sessions have 
been conducted over 5 years (2012-2017). Those who received the education realized the 
importance of wetlands, started serving as ‘wetland ecology curators’, telling visitors to the 
wetland about the importance of the environment. A ‘local ecology research group’ was formed to 
conduct surveys on wetland ecology, for which members have attended 46 sessions consisting 
lectures on theories and field trips. Based on their experience and knowledge gained from the 
sessions, the participants developed and submitted proposals on limiting daily tourist entry and 
having locals accompany tourist groups to the Ministry of Environment. These proposals were 
reflected into the Ministry’s wetland policies, and have been applied to ecology field trips. There 
is also a local reporter group to facilitate communication and cooperation within the city. They 
have published ‘Ramsar Village Newspaper’ every two months since 2015 with the last volume 
being the 12th. Such vigorous activities of the local community have been printed into leaflets and 
calendars to be distributed to the government organizations and other local communities to show 
that it is the local community who is most active in conserving Yongneup. 
 
The locals have made efforts for coexistence between wetlands and agriculture by creating a 
cultivation area for Portulaca oleracea, which is a product of environment-friendly agriculture. 
This cultivation activity has been effective to prevent the soil from being washed down to the 
lower stream and to improve the water quality. 
 
11 plants that inhabit in the Yongneup area including Dendranthema zawadskii have been 
collected and transplanted in the cultivation area (4,500m2) of Gimjangso Wetland Village. These 
plants will be used for the wetland restoration project that will take place where the military base 
used to be. 
 
In addition, the local community, the local government, and the army have continuously worked 
together to eradicate alien vegetation from the wetland protected area so that local vegetation can 
inhabit safely. 
 
All these activities to protect the wetland have been done voluntarily by the locals. When the city 
is accredited as a Wetland City of the Ramsar Convention, the locals will discuss when and how to 
use the logo. 
 
Such achievements were made by the locals who realized the importance of wetlands through 
local council meetings and ecology education and have actively participated in the policy-making 
process for the wetlands. They all understand well that sustainable development of the Ramsar 
site depends on how much the locals are involved. 
 
<Attached Photographs> 
A6-1. Residents Participating in Wetland Conservation Project 
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A.7. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that it has raised levels of 
public awareness about the values of wetlands, and encouraged the wise use of wetlands by a 
diverse range of stakeholders and communities through, for example, establishing operational 
wetland education or information centres, regularly disseminating information on wetlands, 
establishing and implementing school education programmes, etc. 
 

(This field is limited to 2500 characters)  
 The education on wetlands is targeting various groups of people including locals, students, and 

tourists, especially focusing on elementary and middle school students and locals. In total 36 
sessions have been held over 4 years (2013-2017) on wetland ecology and water environment. 
The future generation learned the importance of wetlands at first hand and how climate change 
affects biodiversity. In July, 2016, a basic course on Yongneup was offered to locals. The course 
consisted of 10 sessions, focusing on understanding the ecological value of Yongneup, 
participating in conservation activities, and encouraging the participants to take a pivotal role in 
protecting Yongneup. There was also ‘Wetland Tourism Program Educator Training Course’, 
aimed to teach locals ‘ecology and crafts’, ‘how to make tea using herbs from Mt. Daeam’, ‘eco-
teering (ecology orienteering)’, and ‘bingo and nature’ to help them better their understanding on 
the wetland and its surroundings. 
 
‘Daeamsan Yongneup Nature and Ecology School’ was established in the Yongneup village for 
systematic education, discussion, and promotion on wetland. The school took an abolished school 
building and provides a place for wetland exhibition and education and serves as Yongneup 
Visitor Center. Various education programs on understanding wetlands and meetings of locals 
and experts take place in this establishment. In April, 2017, 50 locals and experts held an event 
‘Imagine Ramsar Village’ where locals discussed how the village is benefited by Yongneup and 
what how the wetland will change the village in 10 years. 
 
‘Daeamsan Yongneup Nature and Ecology School’ is the only educational exhibition center in 
Korea that specializes in high moors. The school shows the importance of Ramsar sites, activities 
of international wetland conservation networks, and the impacts of climate change on wetlands, 
and is planned to become the hub of environment education to prepare for climate change 
 
Inje County, being the city of rivers and water, is frequently visited by water experts. Recently 
they discussed the linkage between rivers, wetlands, and water at the forum on the life of Bukhan 
River held at the school. Inbuk Stream, which flows right by the city, is particularly important as 
it is where Charadrius placidus lay eggs (least concerned in IUCN Red List but endangered in 
Korea). 
 
Promotional materials on Yongneup have been produced and distributed in forms of leaflets, 
calendars, and booklets as well as through online channels such as SNS. Once the city is 
accredited as a Wetland City of the Ramsar Convention, the city will host a forum (tentative title: 
Ramsar Site Conservation Forum), and the forum and the local council will develop and run long-
term education for wetland conservation. 
 
Sustainable development of Yongneup starts from education. Locals understand the importance 
of education and will continue to promote the significance of wetland conservation. 
 
<Attached Photographs> 
A7-1. Daeamsan Yongneup Nature and Ecology School 
A7-2. Yongneup Leaflet 

 
A.8. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that it has proactively promoted 
events around World Wetlands Day (2 February) in order to raise awareness on wetlands and their 
importance to the city. Describe the types of events that have been delivered to celebrate World 
Wetlands Day in the city. 
 

(This field is limited to 2500 characters)  
 First of all, 2 February is winter in Korea, and where Yongneup is located is an alpine region 

where it snows heavily during the time of year, making it very difficult for people to enter. 
Moreover, access to Yongneup is prohibited during the forest fire prevention period (December-
May), which is why it is impossible to celebrate World Wetlands Day in Yongneup on 2 February. 
 
Holding a ceremony to appreciate Yongneup 
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As the locals cannot celebrate World Wetlands Day in Yongneup due to the circumstances, they 
have planned and held ‘Yongneup Village Festival’ instead when they invite tourists to explore 
the wetland and the village and to share the importance of wetlands. 
 
The locals also have paid tribute to the spirit of Yongneup at the annual ritual called ‘Yongsinje’ 
since 2007 to remind themselves of how much they benefit from the wetland and why they 
should appreciate its services. At the ceremony, locals learn about the origin of and old stories 
related to Yongneup, wish for the village’s wellness and, and think about why they should 
conserve Yongneup. 
 
Visiting Exhibition on Biological Resources  
 
Inje County has hosted ‘Visiting Exhibition on Biological Resources’ to promote the importance 
of the environment and biological resources from the city. In order to promote better 
understanding on the subjects, locals and biology experts conduct ecological surveys on 
Yongneup in every season with the theme ‘journey to explore Inje’s wetland’. 
 
The city government has formed an activity group on a regular basis to eradicate alien invasive 
species that affect the wetland ecosystem, and many residents of the wetland village have actively 
participated and been encouraged to do the job on their own voluntarily. The activity group event 
also invites the army and public officers where they share their thoughts about the importance of 
wetlands. 
 
The locals have also actively participated in events hosted by the national government and local 
governments to celebrate the International Day for Biological Diversity, World Water Day, World 
Environment Day, and Earth Day. Especially, in order to promote the event held by the National 
Institute of Ecology to celebrate the 2017 International Day for Biological Diversity, the locals 
used SNS and distributed promotional posters across Inje County. They also set up their own 
promotional booth at the event and 10 local wetland management committee members promoted 
Yongneup there and exchanged their ideas with people from other wetland villages. 
 
Discussions will take place within the local community to celebrate World Wetlands Day in May 
when the wetland is accessible and the celebration will serve as a great opportunity for the locals 
and tourists to learn about the importance of wetland conversation. As mentioned in A.7 above, 
the city plans to host a forum (tentative title: Ramsar Site Conservation Forum) on Yongneup 
conservation and research, and the forum and the local council will prepare numerous events 
related to wetlands to promote the close connection between wetlands, ecology, and people.  
 
To the people of the village, every day is a wetlands day. 
 
<Attached Photographs> 
A8-1. Promotional Booth at World Wetlands Day 2017 

 
 
A city can be considered for accreditation if it has established a local committee with 
appropriate knowledge and experience on wetlands and demonstrates representation 
of and engagement with stakeholders to support the Wetland City accreditation, both 
through the submission of the Accreditation Form and the subsequent implementation 
of proper measures for fulfilling the obligations under the accreditation process. 
 
A.9. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that it has established a local 
committee (or similar structure) to support and to further the aims of the Wetland City 
Accreditation. Such a committee should contain appropriate knowledge and experience on wetlands 
and should be representative of stakeholders and communities. Describe the committee, its 
participants, mandate and operation. 
 

(This field is limited to 2500 characters)  
 Establishing Wetland City Local Management Committee 

 
The city has established a local management committee as a decision-making body regarding the 
Wetland City Accreditation as well as planning and implementing relevant projects. The 
committee invites the locals to participate in the decision-making process and functions to 
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identify wetland ecosystem services, strengthen local connectivity, involve in wetland restoration 
and management, provide information on the values of wetlands, provide education on wetlands, 
and manage the Wetland Information Center. The committee consists of 15 members including 
the resident representative of the wetland village, local ecology reporters, ecological tourism 
experts, the director of local education programs (UNRCE), cultural heritage experts, and public 
officers (from Inje County Office and Wonju Regional Environmental Office). Each member has a 
different role in the committee. The resident representative conducts various projects such as 
ecological tourism and conservation activities. Experts of ecological tourism, cultural heritage, 
and environment-friendly agriculture serve as advisors on projects in the village. The program 
director provides educational programs to the locals. The reporters promote the ongoing projects 
to the locals. 
 
Overview of Management and Roles of the Committee 
 
The local management Committee gathers every month. In 11 meetings in total they discussed the 
committee management regulations, establishing the village development regulations for wetland 
protection, developing education to increase the residents’ awareness of wetland conservation, 
conducted sustainable economic support projects including environment-friendly agriculture, 
creating reporters for Yongneup Newspaper. The committee then would inform the result to the 
residents and encourage them to participate. Also the locals, as proud members of the wetland 
village community, held workshops with people from other cities with wetlands and actively 
participated in various events and programs held by the government and different organizations. 
The decision-making process of the committee is based on unanimous agreement among the 
committee members, and if there is disagreement, majority rule is to be applied. This is to unify 
the voices of the committee members, and so far all discussions have been made to result in 
unanimous agreement. 
 
Future management goals 
 
The committee aims to build a system where all 13 villages near Yongneup can join and subdivide 
itself into management committee, education committee, and ecology committee in order to 
enhance the expertize for each area. Once the city is accredited as a Wetland City of the Ramsar 
Convention, the committee will support enactment of ‘Yongneup Conservation Ordinance’ and 
establishment of Wetland Visitor Center, organize events celebrating World Wetlands Day for the 
community, and develop a brand identity of Yongneup and plan how to use it. The committee 
also placed importance on promoting Yongneup through educational materials such as a website, 
web cartoons, and picture stories for children. 
 
The local management committee works together with the local community for wetland 
conservation and will engage in policy-making processes related to wetlands, represent the local 
community for wetland protection, and communicate with the community actively. The 
committee is expected to serve as the axis for the sustainable development of the city. 
 
<Attached Photographs> 
A9-1. Local Management Committee 

 

Group B: Complementary approaches  
 
A city can be considered for accreditation if it has developed and applied appropriate 
standards regarding water quality, sanitation and management in the entire area 
under the city’s jurisdiction. 
 
B.1. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that it has applied standards on 
water quality and sanitation, including waste management facilities which include collection 
and treatment for solid waste and wastewater (industrial, domestic and stormwater). Describe the 
standards, policies and regulatory framework which ensures delivery on water quality and sanitation 
standards 
 

 (Each field is limited to 2500 characters)  
 The entire area of Inje County is designated as a clean area by the Ministry of Environment 

(through area designation regulation to apply waste water discharge limit standard, July, 2007). 
This means the city is subject to very strict water quality management. More specifically, all 
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facilities in the city including factories that discharge waste water must not exceed the maximum 
discharge limit of 30ppm, which is 100 percent higher standard than that of facilities of other 
areas (60-80ppm) based on the Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD). Sewage treatment facilities 
must meet 65 percent of BOD elimination rate, and livestock excretion discharging facilities must 
meet 40ppm of BOD, which is 300% higher than those of other areas (120ppm). This policy keeps 
the water quality of all 19 steams at the first grade, which shows that these are the cleanest 
streams in the country. 
 
The residents have a responsibility to separate their domestic waste into combustible, non-
combustible, and recycle. When discharging domestic waste, one must use a standard plastic bag 
approved by the government for unrecyclable wastes and a transparent plastic bag for recyclable 
wastes. This policy aims to reduce the amount of wastes and increase usage of recycled materials 
in order to save resources. The city is running a sanitary landfill facility that collects and disposes 
wastes and is also installing an incinerator that can burn 48 tons of wastes a day without using 
incineration ash. The cost of this project is 20 billion won (approx. 17.5 million USD). When the 
installation is complete in 2018, the city will push forward creating a circular landfill site that will 
burn combustible waste to be reburied. The ultimate goal is to have nothing left to bury in the 
landfill. Certain designated wastes and liquid that are pathogenic are handed over to certified 
contractors for disposal. 
 
The city enacted the Inje County Livestock Limitation Ordinance for the cleaner environment. 

 
 
A city can be considered for accreditation if it recognizes and considers the socio-
economic and cultural values, as well as the broader ecosystem services, of wetlands 
and has established good practices to consider and protect them in decision-making. 
 
B.2. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that it proactively recognises 
the ecosystem services that wetlands provide and has integrated these multiple values into 
decision making. Where appropriate, special attention should be applied to describing sustainable 
agriculture, forestry, fisheries, tourism and the cultural values of wetlands. Describe how the different 
provisioning, regulating, cultural and supporting ecosystem services are recognised and the benefits 
that they provide human society are integrated into planning and management decision-making. 
Where possible, illustrate with examples.  
 

(Each field is limited to 1000 characters)  
 Provisioning services: 

 
1. Source of the stream that is used for drinking and agriculture 
 
The biggest benefit is the water provision for drinking and agriculture. There are many streams 
that start from Yongneup and have kept the city from thirst and draught. They are the source of 
drinking water that 993 households, agriculture, and fishes and livestock depend on.  In order to 
increase this service, locals planted 1,000 cornel trees and 200 sand pear trees, which 
contributed to head-water conservation. The Landization Prevention Project and the Soil Erosion 
Prevention Project have been included in relevant policies for conservation of Yongneup. 
 
2. Forest products such as herbs that grow around Yongneup 
 
The forest products from Yongneup have provided locals with an essential economic benefit. 
Collecting forest products from the Yongneup area has been a traditional practice for hundreds of 
years in a way that is wise enough not to slow down the growth of the product so that their 
descendants can benefit as well. Recently, it has been noticed that some tourists from urban areas 
come and collect forest products recklessly, and locals decided to have the policy that all tourists 
must be accompanied by a local as well as the resident ranger system, which is volunteer-based. 
 
Environment-friendly agriculture has been promoted to establish a system that allows sustainable 
agriculture. Along with support for packaging the products, in order to help the village specialize 
in herbs, herb cropping team was created to conduct a survey on the most suitable, environment-
friendly items for the area. As a result, cnidiums (6,611m2), milkvetch roots (7,603m2), and 
schizandras (9,917m2) have been cultivated currently in a trial phase. A guideline will be 
developed with experts’ consultation on suitable soil, fertilization, pest control, production, 
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manufacturing, and selling. Once the city is accredited as a Wetland City of the Ramsar 
Convention, such environment-friendly products will have the Wetland City logo on them and 
increase its reputation as pure agricultural products. 

 
 Regulating services: 

 
One of the services that Yongneup provides is climate control. Wetlands by absorbing and 
accumulating carbon contribute greatly to preventing the greenhouse effect. In fact, according to 
a statistics published in 2015 on climate in the Yongneup area, the temperature of the Yongneup 
area (4.2 degrees Celsius) is 5.8 degrees lower than that of other areas of Inje (10 degrees 
Celsius). Wetlands also purify water by absorbing nitrogen. The climate control service of the 
area has been enhanced with Yongneup (1.36km2) and five other wetlands near Yongneup, Inbuk 
Stream back marsh, and wetlands being restored (12,373m2). 
 
Yongneup also control flood and draught. The wetland controls draught with the water it has hold 
and flood by absorbing more water. Such service has a direct impact on the locals’ life. The 
government has conducted monitoring constantly to improve the hydrological balance and 
maintaining water paths for stable provision to the balance. Locals also have worked hard, 
creating artificial wetlands and planning to expand them in future. 

 
 Supporting services: 

 
There are 1,180 species living in the Yongneup area (plants: 514, birds, 44, mammals: 16, land 
inspects: 516) The value of the habitat that Yongneup provides to those species is approximately 
260,000 USD. Geographically unique, oligotrophic in acid soil, foggy (over 170 days a year), and 
below 0 degree Celsius for over 5 months, Yongneup provides habitat to both northern and 
southern flora and maintains very rich genetic diversity. Several important species have been 
found to inhabit in Yongneup: Carex chordorhiza (Red List, EN), Utricularia intermedia 
(national red list, EN), Tegenaria daiamsanesis (national red list, DD), Gentiana jamesii Hemsl 
(national red list, EN). In 2013, Sialis koreana n. sp. was discovered as a new species that had 
been unknown to the world. In order to maintain and enhance such biodiversity, Inje County 
conducted 3 year survey and established an inventory of 7,047 species. 
 
Yongneup is a peatland. The peat deposit of the wetland is 1 to 1.8 meter thick, to which 0.4mm to 
1mm is added each year where dead creatures do not decompose. The wetland is estimated to be 
4,500 years old, which is a very high academic value. In order to protect the peat deposit from 
tourists and to secure the safety for them, the city spent 2.3 million USD to build eco-friendly 
wooden paths in 2016. Efforts have continue to sustain the wetland’s ecological services that 
provides a shelter to species. 

 
 Cultural services: 

 
The alpine wetland Yongneup has a high scenic value that gives great pleasure to tourists from 
urban areas. Through education provided by 5 local curators, people have learned that the value 
of nature and living creatures brings each year is around 150,000 USD. The income from 
ecotourism is around 140,000 USD each year. In order to protect such values from tourists, 
policies have been made and observed to limit the maximum number of tourists per day and to 
have one local curator accompany each tourist group. Such policies aim to sustain the ecological 
and cultural benefits from the wetland by considering how much human activities it can tolerate. 
 
Yongneup (meaning ‘dragon wetland’) has a legend that a dragon used to stay in the wetland 
before it ascended to heaven. In the past, local people would visit the wetland during draught to 
hold a ritual ceremony, wishing that the dragon would send them rain. Yongneup has provided 
the locals with various benefits. They hold ‘Yongsinje (translation: a ritual ceremony for a dragon 
god)’ every year to thank Yongneup for all the ecological and cultural benefits it gave to the 
village. The festival means a reminder of their hard work throughout the year and their 
determination to sustain the benefits from Yongneup. 

 
B.3. A city can be considered for accreditation if it can demonstrate that there is a close link 
between local communities and the wetlands. Describe how local communities are engaged 
with the wise use of wetlands and how the communities benefit from the services the wetlands 
provide.  
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 (This field is limited to 2500 characters)  

 Yongneup is located at the altitude of 1,280m on Mt. Daeam (1,312.6m) and is the water source of 
the Front Valley, the Back valley, Simjeok Valley, Sojae Valley, and Gaa Stream. The 13 villages of 
the city depend on the water from those sources. There is a legend that there is a dragon living in 
Yongneup, so during draught locals would hold a ritual ceremony praying for rain. 
 
Many plants that grow in the Yongneup area have been the locals’ food and medicine, as well as 
their income that they would use to educate their children. 
 
Yongneup, being the only high moor in Korea, is considered very unique. The wetland is one of 
the 3 excellent ecotourism areas across the country designated by the Ministry of Environment 
and has been a great influence to the local economy. In order to protect the economic value, 
policies have been made and observed to limit the maximum number of tourists per day and to 
have one local curator accompany each tourist group. 
 
Yongneup is the first wetland in Korea to be designated as a Ramsar Site and the brand value has 
been beneficial to the city. Declaring to be the capital of biological resources, Inje County has 
continued to build biological resource inventory, discover unknown species, and foster 
completing the ‘zero fossil in Inje’ project by 2045. 5 local representative products (schizandra, 
ragworts, dried Pollack, beans, and green peppers) have been registered in the Geographical 
Indication System. The area has also been designated as a special zone for wild edible greens. 
 
From the past until present, there has been always a strong bond between Yongneup and the 
sentiments and lives of the locals. The people of the villages have been dedicated to keeping that 
relationship and such efforts are spreading throughout Inje County. Their future depends on 
conservation and wise use of Yongneup. 
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3. City approval  
 
Instruction: An authorised representative of the city authority making the application needs to 
check and approve the accreditation form against the guidance provided. In the case of several 
cities making a joint submission,  a representative of each authority needs to check and approve the 
form, and then send it to the country’s Ramsar Administrative Authority who will formally submit it 
to the Ramsar Convention Secretariat (ramsar@ramsar.org) If more than three authorities are 
making the submission please insert further boxes. 
 
Name/Title: 
 Soon Sun LEE (Mr.) 

  

Position: Governor of Inje County 

  

Address 8, Inje-ro 187 beon-gil, Inje-eup, Inje County, Gangwon Province, Republic of 
Korea 

  

E-mail  

  

Date: 2017. 9. 30 Signature: 
 

 
 
4. Endorsement by the Ramsar Administrative Authority 
 
Instruction for the Ramsar Administrative Authority: Please check and endorse each 
application for City Accreditation in your country, before sending this form to the Ramsar Secretariat at 
(ramsar@ramsar.org). 
 

Name of  
Administrative 
Authority 

Nature and Ecology Policy Division, Ministry of Environment, Republic of Korea 

  
Name and title of 
Designated 
National Focal 
Point for Ramsar 
Convention matters 

Kwan-Sung SONG (Mr.), Deputy Director 

 

 
 

  

Date: 2017.10.30 

Signature of the 
Designated National 
Focal Point for Ramsar 
Convention matters:  
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<A3-1. Wetlands Conservation Act> 
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<A3-2. Conservation Plan for Yongneup of Mt. Daeam> 
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<A3-3. Wetland Ecology Field Trip Guideline> 
(Established by Wonju Regional Environmental Office) 
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<A4-1. Wetland Restoration Map and Process> 

 
A military base near Yongneup 

 

 
Vegetation and wetland restoration plan after relocation of the military base 
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<A4-2. Before and After Restoration of Gimjangso Village Wetland> 

 
Before restoration of Gimjangso Village Wetland 

 

 
Planting wetland vegetation for wetland restoration 

 

 
Restored Gimjangso Village Wetland 
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<A5-1. Protected Area Current Status Map> 
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<A6-1. Residents Participating in Wetland Conservation Project> 

 
Ecological survey activities of local people 

 

 
Planting wetland vegetation for restoration of Yongneup 

 

 
Ramsar Village Newspaper 
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Code of Conduct for Residents 
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<A7-1. Daeamsan Yongneup Nature and Ecology School> 

 

 

<A7-2. Yongneup Leaflet> 
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<A8-1. Promotional Booth at World Wetlands Day 2017> 

 

 

<A9-1. Local Management Committee> 
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